
PRUDHOE TOWN COUNCIL – LENGTH OF MEETINGS   October 2016 
 
Following recent instances of lengthy meetings of the Council, the Council is 
requested to give consideration to setting a time limit on meetings, by means of an 
amendment to Standing Orders.  
 
What is requested of the October Ordinary Meeting is that a proposer and a seconder are 
invited for the above suggestion. This proposal will not be further discussed at this Meeting, 
but will be brought to the November Ordinary Meeting of the Council for consideration. 
 
Along with (i) an agenda clearly and succinctly stating the topics to be discussed, and 
indicating the action expected of councillors, and (ii) the work of the Chairman in focusing 
discussion and clarifying matters to be decided, a time-limited meeting ensures that 
concentration does not flag. 
 
The latest edition (4th, 2013) of The Good Councillor’s Guide, published by the National 
Association of Local Councils (National ALC), states on page 35:  
“As a rule, meetings should not last more than two hours otherwise concentration begins to 
lapse. A well-crafted agenda with precise topics for discussion is a valuable tool to help the 
chairman bring the meeting to a close on time.” 
 
In Local Councils Explained (2014) also published by National ALC, paragraph 1 of the 
Section Seven, “Meetings” states (p.133):  
“Important decisions about local council business are made at the meetings. Meetings are 
often held in the evenings because councillors who work cannot attend meetings during the 
day. Meetings can be held at weekends, but this is not common. Meetings of the whole 
council (often referred to as full council) should generally not exceed one to two hours. Long 
meetings inconvenience councillors and are likely to discourage attendance by the public. A 
meeting of a committee should generally be shorter than a meeting of the full Council 
because it has less business to deal with. A council can use standing orders1 to confirm the 
duration of meetings of the whole council, committees, and sub-committees.” 
 
The Council is therefore requested to agree to the insertion of the following Standing Order 29 
(n): 
 
“A Meeting shall not exceed a period of two hours.”  
 
“The above may be subject to the following exceptions: 
 

(i) An additional maximum of one hour may be permitted at the start of a meeting for 
purposes not connected with normal council business [such as a training module, 
or a presentation from an outside body]; 

 
(ii) The Meeting may, by invoking Standing Order 79, duly proposed, seconded and 

agreed, suspend this Standing Order to permit the Meeting to continue for a further 
maximum 30 minutes, following a 15-minute break in proceedings.” 

                                                           
1
 Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12, para. 42 states “Subject to the provisions of this Act, a local authority may 

make standing orders for the regulation of their proceedings and business and may vary or revoke any such orders.” 




